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Lest  we  forget:  Selwyn  House  observes 
Remembrance  Day  with  solemn  ceremony 


BY  Jennifer-Lee  Thomas 

Being  a  new  member  of  the  Selwyn 
House  community,  I  was  touched  by 
the  Remembrance  Day  assembly,  held 
on  Thursday,  November  10.  The 
bagpipes,  the  reading  of  In  Flanders 
Fields,  and  the  excerpts  from  a 
previously  performed  Grade  9  drama 
presentation,  A  Terrible  Beauty, 
created  a  moving  ceremony. 

Remembrance  Day  evokes 
different  emotions  in  people.  To  some, 
it  is  a  day  to  remember  those  who 
sacrificed  their  lives  to  protect  our 
freedom,  some  reflect  upon  the 
senselessness  of  war  on  this  day,  while 
others  honour  the  dead  soldiers,  their 
families,  and  the  injured  veterans. 

Remembrance  Day  has  a  special 
significance  for  me.  I  believe  it  is  a  day 
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to  celebrate  peace,  to  ponder  the 
beauty  and  precariousness  of  life,  and 
to  deplore  the  waste  of  a  life  through 
incomprehensible  bloodshed. 

My  generation  has  not 
experienced  war  as  other  generations 
have.  We  have  not  suffer  the  acute 
loss  of  a  beloved  brother,  father, 
husband,  or  son.  Yet,  as  I  watched  the 
news  that  night,  I  realized  that  we  are 
not  immune  to  violence.  As  the 
anchors  read  countless  stories 
reporting  an  obvious  disregard  for 
life,  it  occurred  to  me  that  we  have 
learned  the  lessons  of  war,  but  we  still 
don't  appreciate  the  fragility  of  life. 

I  can  think  of  no  better  way  to 
honour  those  who  lost  their  lives  for 
ours  than  to  value  life,  and  therefore, 
try  to  curb  the  violence  that  is 
rampant  in  our  society. 

After  School 

Programme 
goes  skating 

When  we  went  skating,  I  was 
skating  around  so  much  my  feet  were 
hurting.  I  said,  "Oh  well,"  when  I  fell. 
I  had  a  lot  of  fun  going  on  the  bus 
and  the  metro. 

-Thomas  Lennig,  2A    -^ 

I  do  not  know  how  to  skate,  but  a  :j 

boy  helped  me.  Around  and  around  I  | 

went,  falling  and  getting  up,  going  J 

out  and  going  in.  We  just  went  there  -- 
for  an  hour,  but  I  had  fun. 

-  William  Martin-Chin,  2B 


David  McKinnon,  1  lA,  plays  the  bagpipes 
during  the  Remembrance  Day  ceremony. 


William  Martin-Chin,  2B,  and  Alex  El  Abbar- 
Goodall,  2B,  at  the  Bell  Amphitheatre. 


Happy  Holidays  from  the  faculty 
and  staff  of  Selwyn  House! 
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Grade  9  drama  presentation  is  brilliant 

BY  Jennifer-Lee  Thomas 

From  the  beginning,  the  obstacles 
were  stacked  against  them.  However, 
the  Grade  9  drama  class  rose  to  the 
challenge  and  performed  a  moving 
collection  of  dramatic  pieces  for 
Remembrance  Day. 

The  presentation,  entitled  A 
Terrible  Beauty,  consisted  of  a  series  of 
pieces  depicting  young  Canadian 
soldiers  during  World  War  I.  I  was 
extremely  impressed  at  the  depth  of 
emotion  the  young  actors  evinced, 
especially  since  war  is  a  subject  that  the 
boys  have  never  experienced. 

The  specific  pieces  were 
appropriately  chosen  by  the  director, 
Mrs.  Mary-Ellen  Viau,  and  the  boys. 
Each  monologue  seemed  to  poignantly 
describe  the  despair,  hope  and 
experience  the  soldiers  must  have 
endured  overseas. 


The  cast  and  crew  of  the  Grade  9  drama  presentation  A  Tei-rible  Beauty. 


The  set  and  lighting  were  simple, 
yet  complimented  the  tone  of  the 
presentation  extremely  well, 
transforming  the  Lucas  Gym  into 
World  War  I  trenches.  The  bagpipes 
and  strains  of"  White  Cliffs  of  Dover 


created  the  perfect  atmosphere.  The 
costumes  and  make-up  also  added 
authenticity  to  this  riveting 
production.  Congratulations  go  to  the 
Grade  9  drama  class  for  a  brilliant 
presentation. 


Anildi'  Gon^e^ 

Selwyn  House  has  its  own  Gauguins 

BY  Ellen  Pinchuk 

Grade  4  art  classes  have  been  hard  at  work  on 
collages  based  on  Paul  Gauguin's  Landscape  at  Le 
Pouldu.  The  project  was  more  difficult  than  it  sounds. 
To  create  their  collages,  the  students  were  only  allowed 
to  use  pages  from  magazines.  Furthermore,  they  were 
not  to  use  scissors  to  cut  out  the  pieces  they  wanted, 
they  painstakingly  ripped  each  piece. 

The  students  found  it  challenging  at  first  because 
they  wanted  to  cut  their  pieces  exactly  like  Gauguins 
shapes.  However,  once  they  realized  that  the  desired 
effect  was  to  reproduce  the  colour  areas  which  would 
give  the  impression  of  a  landscape,  their  work  started  to 
become  very  sophisticated. 

The  boys  were  very  co-operative.  "I'll  trade  a  blue 
for  some  green,"  I  heard  some  boys  say  several  times 
throughout  the  activity. 

Even  though  the  landscapes  took  longer  than 
everyone  expected,  the  results  were  definitely  worth  the 
effort.  The  collages  have  the  appearance  of  stained  glass, 
accented  by  rich,  jewel  tones. 

Philippe  Desmarais,  3A,  speaks  to  Mr.  Troubetzkoy. 

Selwyn  House  community 
lonours  Mr.  Alexis  Iroubetzkoy 

This  year's  Speirs  medal,  which  recognizes  outstanding 
contribution  to  the  school  and  its  community,  was 
presented  to  Mr.  Alexis  S.  Troubetzkoy  on  Founder's  Day, 
November  23,  which  celebrates  the  founding  of  the  school 
by  Algernon  Lucas. 

Mr.  Troubetzkoy  was  Headmaster  at  Selwyn  House 
from  1971  to  1981.  Mrs.  Virginia  Ferguson  says 
Mr.  Troubetzkoy's  foresight  was  instrumental  in  reshaping 
the  library  and  making  it  one  of  the  best  school  libraries  in 
the  province  today.  He  also  helped  shape  the  Physical 
Education  Programme,  which  has  had  much  success. 
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Reading  Week  sparks  imagination 
of  Elementary  School  students 

BY  Jennifer-Lee  Thomas 

Imagine  giving  up  television  for  a 
whole  week.  Seems  impossible,  and 
yet,  many  Elementary  School  boys 
tried  it  during  the  Elementary  School's 
Reading  Week  and  discovered  the 
magic  of  books  again. 

An  assembly,  which  included  a 
play  by  Grade  5  and  a  wonderful 
story  read  by  the  Elementary  School 
Director  Ms.  Carol  Manning, 
launched  the  week.  The  Grade  8 
drama  class  closed  the  eventful  week 
with  a  splendid  performance  of 
Sidurella,  a  disco  spoof  of  the  Disney 
classic  Cinderella,  which  had  the 
whole  Elementary  School  assembly 
dancing  to  the  tune  of  YMCA  by  the 
Village  People. 


Jonathan  Brun,  6B,  Jonathan  Verrall,  68, 
and  David  How,  6A,  share  a  story. 

Throughout  Reading  Week,  many 
parents  volunteered  to  read  stories  during 
class,  and  the  whole  Elementary 
School  waited  anxiously  every  morning 
to  discover  what  kind  of  hat  Ms. 
Manning  would  sport  that  day.  Reading 
Week  was  a  big  success  again  this  year. 


Canadian  author  Ludmila  Zeman  previews 
her  new  book  for  Grade  4. 


Bookends 

BY  Virginia  Ferguson 

One  of  the  many  highlights  of  Reading  Week  in  the 
Elementary  School  was  a  visit  by  Canadian  artist  and 
author  Ludmila  Zeman.  Ms.  Zeman,  author  of 
Gilganiesh  the  King  and  The  Revenge  of  Ishtar,  two 
gorgeously  illustrated  tales  from  the  historic  epic  of 
Gilgamesh,  spoke  with  Grades  4,  5,  and  6,  showing 
them  slides  of  her  artwork  for  her  forthcoming  third 
tale  in  the  series  entitled  The  Last  Quest  of  Gilgamesh. 
She  also  shared  with  us  a  wonderful  award-winning 
video  produced  for  the  National  Film  Board  called  Lord 
of  the  Sky.  The  video  is  a  compilation  of  traditional  west 
coast  native  tales  featuring  Raven  and,  of  course, 
Thunderbird,  the  great  west  coast  eagle.  The 
underlying  theme  is  care  and  stewardship  of  all  of 
earth's  creatures  and,  quite  frankly,  the  boys  were 
mesmerized.  We  all  urged  Ms.  Zeman  to  consider 
putting  this  lovely  video  into  book  form  as  well,  as  it 
has  been  a  long  time  since  we  have  seen  such  a 
sympathetic  portrayal  of  native-American  traditions. 
The  library  still  has  2  or  3  copies  of  Ms.  Zeman's 
hardbound  books  for  sale  at  $20.00  each.  Interested 
persons  can  call  Mrs.  Ferguson,  or,  of  course,  Ms. 
Zeman's  publisher,  Westmount's  own  Tundra  Books. 


Shared  Reading 
strikes  again 

BY  Celina  Berube-Masoud 
AND  Laurie  McMurdo 

The  Shared  Reading  Programme,  in  its  second  year, 
involves  Kindergarten  and  Grade  3.  The  Grade  3  boys 
trek  up  to  La  Maternelle  classroom  once  a  cycle  to  read 
and  write  stories  with  the  boys  from  Kindergarten. 
They  share  books  and  then  keep  an  illustrated  log.  The 
Kindergarten  boys  dictate  their  favourite  part  of  the 
story  to  the  older  boys  who  write  for  them.  Other 
times,  they  write  stories  together  such  as  Halloween 
ghost  stories.  The  boys  seem  to  enjoy  this  shared 
experience. 

"I  like  reading  to  Ryland,  and  he's  really  nice,"  says 
Nicholas  Jarjour,  3B. 

"I  like  the  name  of  my  Shared  Reading  partner, 
Ross.  I  like  him  because  of  his  hairdo.  I  like  the  part 
about  writing  stories,"  says  Robert  Hinrichsen, 
Kindergarten. 

The  Kindergarten  boys  get  an  opponunity  to  meet  a 
new  friend  and  appreciate  new  books  while  the  third 
graders  learn  to  become  better  story-tellers  and  are 
practising  their  nurturing  skills. 
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Goldilocks  and  the  Three  Bears  visit  Grade  2 


BY  Irene  Lunt 

On  Friday,  November  25,  there  was  great  excitement  in 
Grade  2  as  we  presented  a  drama  recital  for  parents,  which 
was  the  final  activity  for  our  Bear  unit. 

Some  boys  made  the  scenery  and  costumes  for  their 
presentation  of  Goldilocks  and  the  Three  Bears.  Other  boys 
wrote  a  play  based  on  Ira  Sleeps  Over  by  Bernard  Waber, 
which  they  presented  to  an  amused  audience.  The 
Kindergarten  and  2B,  who  meet  one  period  a  month  for 
poetry  activities,  presented  two  short  poems. 

All  in  all,  this  recital  enabled  the  boys  to  work  co- 
operatively and  actively  while  developing  their  reading  and 
writing  skills.  It  was  great  fun  for  everyone  concerned, 
whether  participating  or  watching. 


Geoffrey  Vendeville,  2B,  and  Abdul-Mohsen  Bakhashwain,  2B,  in 
Goldilocks  mid  the  Three  Bears. 


La  Maternelie  plante  une  soupe  aux  legumes 


Dino  Zammit  deguste  sa  soupe  aux  legumes. 


I'AR  ClAUDINE  MaRTEL 

Notre  theme  "Les  fruits  et  les  legumes"  s'est  termine  avec 
la  lecture  du  livre  Plantons  une  soupe  aux  legumes  de  Lois 
Ehlert. 

Suite  a  cette  histoire,  nous  nous  sommes  lances  dans 

I'aventure  un  peu  folle  de  faire  de  la  soupe  aux  legumes  avec 

16  petits  gar^ons  de  maternelie.  C'est  lundi,  le  28 

novembre,  qu'avec  enthousiasme  et  confiance  nous  nous 

i    sommes  attables  avec  tous  les  ingredients  et  la  recette.  Une 

£    heure  bien  remplie  et  enfin  tout  etait  pret.  II  ne  manquait 

■5    plus  que  quelques  minutes  de  cuisson  et  nous  voila  chacun 

"f  devant  un  delicieux  bol  de  soupe. 

■^         Ce  fut  une  matinee  excitante  et  nourissante  au  cours  de 
laquelle  tout  le  monde  a  mis  la  main  a  la  pate. 


Angus  treks  across  Atlantic  to  visit  La  Maternelie 


BY  Celina  Berube-Masoud 

In  honour  of  Angus'  arrival  from  Scotland,  the 
Kindergarten  boys  brought  their  favourite  teddy  bears  to 
school  for  a  Teddy  Bear  Slumber  Party  and  Picnic.  Eager  to 
make  a  lasting  impression  on  this  Scottish  teddy  bear,  the 
students  spent  a  good  part  of  the  morning  planning  and 
preparing  for  a  Teddy  Bear  Picnic.  On  the  menu  were 
peanut  butter  and  jelly  sandwiches,  vegetables  and  honey 
muffins  -  a  meal  fit  for  a  bear!  To  end  our  "beaiy"  special 
teddy  bear  day,  we  watched  the  movie  The  Bear. 

Before  heading  back  to  Scotland,  Angus  will  spend  a 
night  at  each  kindergartner's  home  so  that  he  may  get  to 
know  each  child  and  his  family! 


Jonas  Briedis,  Vincent-Charles  Hodder  and  Kai  Gardhouse 
with  their  teddy  bear  friends. 
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What's  hot  on  the  Selwyn  House 
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^ 
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The  new  tether  ball  always  has  a  line-up  of  boys  getting  ready  to  oust 
the  champion. 


Najib  Sallman,  4A,  and  Nicholas  Tsouka^, 
3A,  can't  decide  what  to  play. 


Max  Knecht,  5A,  is  practising  for  the  Cirque 
du  So/eil  tryoxits  with  the  hottest 
commodity  around  -  Devil  Sticks. 


Anshuman  Saksena,  2A,  Paul  Delplace,  2A, 
and  Daniel  Delisle,  2A. 


page  6 


The  Parents'  Newsletter 


playgrounds  at  recess 


Thomas  Lennig,  2A,  runs  by  with 
a  toy  car  in  his  hand. 


Unfortunately,  recess  must  end,  and 
everybody  returns  to  class. 


Nicolas  Coiigram  and  a  friend  decide 
to  chat  rather  than  play  ball. 


Elementary  School  boys  make  up  their  own  game  with  a  ball. 
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Un  conteur  amuse  la  9^  annee 

PAR  ROLLAND  GlAUDE 


Mardi,  le  1  3  novembre,  les  eleves 
des  cours  de  frangais  de  9ieme  annee, 
accompagnes  des  eleves  de  Trafalgar  et 
du  Study,  ont  assiste,  ici  meme  au 
gymnase  de  I'ecole,  a  la  folle  aventure 
du  conte.  Pour  I'occasion,  le  gymnase 
Lucas  s'etait  transforme  en  scene  de 
spectacle.  Sur  fond  d'ambiance,  nous 
avons  ete  amenes  peu  a  peu  a  penetrer 
cet  univers  fascinant  et  etrange  du 
conte. 

Loin  de  decevoir,  le  conteur 
M.  Jocelyn  Berube,  a  su  charmer  son 
auditoire  par  ses  qualites  d'animateur 
et  de  musicien.  Tantot  par  Timagerie, 
tantot  a  I'aide  d'instruments  de 
musique  ou  de  marionnettes,  il  a  fait 
vagabonder  nos  esprits  au-dela  des 
limites  du  temps  et  de  I'espace.  C'est 
avec  joie  que  nous  avons  passe  une 
heure  de  divertissement.  Des  contes 
racontes,  nous  retenons  surtout  celui  de 
Rose  Latulippe  ou  nous  avons  appris 
que  danser  est  un  peche  et  que  la  gigue 
fut  probablement  inventee  pour  se 
rechauffer  les  pieds! 


M.  Jocelyn  Berube  joue  du  violon  et  raconte  des  contes  de  la  Gaspesie. 


Alex  Colville  makes  an  impression 
on  Selwyn  House  students 


BY  Adrian  Schauer,  lOB 

On  November  17,  students  from  Grades  9  to  11  visited 
the  Montreal  Museum  of  Fine  Arts'  Alex  Colville:  Paintings, 
Prints  a>i(l  Processes  1983-1994  exKxhmon. 

Alex  Colville  is  a  dignified,  austere  Nova  Scotian  painter 
whose  character  carries  through  into  his  work.  The 
perspective  as  well  as  the  depth  in  his  paintings  gives  one 
the  impression  that  something  just  does  not  work.  When 
staring  at  one  of  Colville's  paintings,  one  cannot  help  asking 
oneself  "What  is  going  on  here?"  The  viewer  often  gets  the 
feeling  of  being  watched  as  in  Dog  and  Groom;  other  times, 
the  viewer  seems  to  become  part  of  the  picture  itself 

The  majority  ot  Colville's  paintings  were  resized  with  an 
acrylic  polymer  emulsion  on  masonite.The  sketches 
involved  in  the  production  of  Colville's  work  were  displayed 
along  with  the  final  product,  which  revealed  the  artist's 
methods  and  added  to  the  exhibition. 


I  was  fascinated  with  Colville's  work,  but  it  did  not 
touch  me.  It  was  the  hint  of  menace  and  the  uncanny 
expression  of  his  subjects  in  paintings  portraying,  for  the 
most  part,  normal  and  passive  situations  which  intrigued 
me.  My  favourite  pieces  were  Western  Star  and  Floating 
Woman. 

The  exhibition  drew  mixed  reviews  from  the  Selwyn 
House  students;  opinions  varied  from  those  who  thought 
the  paintings  were  beautifiil  and  captivating  to  those  who 
described  his  work  as  cold  and  mathematical.  There  is  also  a 
large  discrepancy  in  the  opinions  ol  the  art  community 
concerning  Colville's  work.  A  British  critic  once  labeled  his 
canvasses,  "a  turning  point  in  the  history  of  art  in  the  20th 
century,"  while  The  Globe  and  Mail  dismissed  him  as, 
"virtually  of  no  creative  consequence." 

I  believe  Colville  is  an  exceptional  artist,  but  I  would  not 
want  to  have  one  ol  his  paintings  over  my  hearth  on  a  dark 
and  stormy  night. 
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L'impro  revient  a  Selwyn  House 


PAR  JOHANNE  WERBISKI 

La  saison  d'impro  a  debute  depuis  quelques  mois  deja. 
Nous  avons  rencontre  plusieurs  ecoles  a  date:  Sacre-Coeur, 
Queen  of  Angels  et  Villa  Maria.  La  semaine  derniere  nous 
avons  ete  accueillis  a  Lachine  pour  un  match  amical.  Les 
gargons  ont  montre  qu'ils  savent  creer,  en  peu  de  temps,  des 
personnages  memorables.  Eric  Czorny,  lOA,  nous  a  fait 
decouvrir  ses  talents  de  livreur  de  pizza  tandis  que  Paul 
Dery-Goldberg,  IIC,  nous  laissait  entrevoir  qu'il  etait 
capable  d'encaisser  des  remontrances  sans  perdre  sa  dignite.  ^ 
Patrick  Somers,  11  A,  volait  litteralement  sur  la  scene  tandis  | 
qu'Alex  Grassino,  1  lA,  incarnait  un  role  de  jeune  premier.   % 
Mais  la  rencontre  a  vraiment  commence  quand  on  a  joue  J 
ecole  contre  ecole.  Alors  la,  on  sentait  la  fievre  s'emparer  des  "^ 
joueurs.  Selwyn  House  a  su  creer  le  numero  gagnant. 


Le  tournoi  d'impro  a  lecole  Queen  of  AngeK. 


Les  etudiants  font  des  decouvertes  astronomiques 


PAR  Sylvain  Decelles 

Au  debut  du  mois  d'octobre,  les 
etudiants  du  cours  "Astronomie"  ont 
eu  le  privilege  de  visiter  I'observatoire 
du  Mont-Megantic.  Get  observatoire 
dispose  d'un  telescope  de  1,5  metre,  le 
plus  puissant  de  Test  de  rAmerique  du 
Nord,  et  il  est  conjointement  gere  par 
rUniversite  Laval  et  I'Universite  de 
Montreal. 

Les  etudiants  ont  pu  se  familiariser 
avec  le  travail  d'astronome, 
I'equipement,  les  logiciels,  les  banques 


de  donnees  informatisees  et 
decouvrir  une  magnifique  region 
quebecoise,  LEstrie.  Au  sommet,  5 
centimetres  de  neige  fraiche  attendait 
nos  jeunes.  Au  pied,  visite  dun 
pittoresque  pont  convert,  ainsi  que 
familiarisation  avec  le  phenomene 
optique  de  la  cote  magnetique  de 
Ghartierville. 

Les  etudiants  voudraient  remercier   "S 
Mnie  Mustiere  pour  I'organisation  de    "^ 
la  visite  ainsi  que  M.  Dutil  qui  nous  a   j 
permis    de    mieux    connaitre    les 
ressources  de  I'observatoire. 


Les  etudiants  du  cours  d'astronomie 
devant  I'observatoire. 


Middle  School  students  visit  Museum  of  Fine  Arts 


BY  Ellen  Pinchuk 

During  the  month  ol  November, 
each  Middle  School  art  group  had  the 
opportunity  to  visit  the  Montreal 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts  for  a 
combination  drawing  and  sculpture 
workshop  and  tour.  The  focus  of  the 
visit  was  the  Inuit  and  Pre-Golumbian 
sculpture  galleries. 

First,  the  boys  were  given  a  tour 
and  explanation  of  the  sculptures 
which  originated  from  diverse  areas 


such  as  the  Arctic  to  Mexico  and 
Central  America.  Despite  the  great 
climatic  and  environmental  differences 
between  the  two  areas,  the  art  of  the 
Inuit  and  Pre-Columbian  people  has 
many  similarities.  It  was  interesting  to 
note  that  even  though  the  materials 
that  were  used  by  these  diverse  cultures 
were  different,  the  final  products  were 
not. 

After  closely  observing  several 
different  sculptures,  the  boys  were 
given  sketch  boards  to  concentrate  on 


observational  drawings  of  at  least  one 
sculpture  from  each  gallery. 

The  highlight  of  the  workshop  was 
actually  creating  a  sculpture,  inspired 
by  the  art  that  the  boys  had  just 
observed.  The  students  experimented 
with  different  clay  techniques  and 
soon  discovered  that  the  best  tool  was 
their  own  hands.  The  sculptures  were 
safely  transported  back  to  school,  and 
are  now  resting  comfortably  in  the  art 
room  cupboard  waiting  to  be 
varnished. 
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Jane  Goodall  brings  her  message  to 
the  Selwyn  House  community 


BY  Jennifer-Lee  Thonms 

Dr.  Goodall  is  a  down-to-earth  person  with  a  mission: 
to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  chimpanzee  population.  She 
seems  unaware  and  sometimes  bothered  by  her  celebrity 
which  occasionally  gets  in  the  way  of  her  objective,  which  is 
to  inform  as  many  people  as  possible  about  the  plight  of 
this  magnificent  animal. 

"Chimpanzees  suffer  in  captivity  as  they  are  dragged 
around  as  photographer's  props  and  imprisoned,  in  the 
name  of  science,  in  tiny  barren  steel  cages,"  says  Dr. 
Goodall.  "I  am  haunted  by  dull,  blank  eyes  staring  out  on 
to  a  world  that  offers  them  no  hope.  The  least  I  can  do  is 
speak  out  for  them.  They  cannot  speak  out  for  themselves. " 

Dr.  Goodall  has  been  studying  chimps  in  the  Gombe 
rainforest  of  Tanzania  tor  over  30  years.  Her  studies  and 
observations  have  contributed  to  alter  the  world  view  of 
this  animal's  behaviour.  She  was  the  first  to  discover  that 
chimps  use  tools,  something  previously  believed  to  be  a 
uniquely  human  trait. 

In  recent  years,  she  has  been  spending  less  time  in  the 
rainforest  with  the  chimps  and  more  time  touring  the 
world,  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  chimps,  spreading 
awareness  about  their  plight. 

Dr.  Goodall  visited  Montreal  to  launch  her 
international  environmental  youth  group  called  "Roots  and 
Shoots"  in  Canada.  During  her  lecture  at  Selwyn  House, 
she  persistently  pleaded  with  the  students  to  get  involved 
and  insisted  that  they  could  make  a  difference. 

She  spoke  to  the  assembled  crowd  about  Flo  (the 
famous  chimpanzee  who  has  been  the  subject  of  many 
National  Geographic  documentaries)  and  her  family.  It  is 


I  AM  HAUNTED  BY  DULL,  BIJVNK  EYES  STARING  OUT  ON  TO  A 
WORLD  TH.Af  c:)FFERS  THEM  NO  HOPE.  THE  LEAST  I  CAN  DC^  IS  SPEAK 
OUT  FOR  FHEM.  THEY  CANNOT  SPEAK  OUT  FOR  THEMSELVES. 

-JANE  GOODALL 


through  slides  of  Flos  family  that  she  demonstrated  the 
lifestyles  and  personalities  of  the  chimpanzees. 

Selwyn  House  students  impressed  Dr.  Goodall  with  the 
depth  and  scope  of  their  questions  after  her  lecture.  She 


Dr.  Jane  Goodall  autographs  a  poster  given  to  the  school  by  the  Jane 
Goodall  Inter-Canada  Association  in  Mr.  Mitchell's  office. 

seemed  delighted  by  their  understanding  and  curiosity.  She 
proudly  explained  to  the  students  that  the  woolen  sweater 
she  wore  was  knitted  for  the  30th  anniversary  of  the 

Gombe  Research  Institute, 
and  sported  the  names  of 
all  the  chimpanzees  on  the 
reserve. 

Unfortunately,  Dr.  Goodall 

did  not  have  time  to  sign 

books  after  her  lecture.  She 

was  whisked  away  to  her 

hotel  for  a  radio  interview 

squeezed  in  between  more 

lectures  and  meetings.  We 

would  like  to  express  our  gratitude  to  Lisa  Elkin  (who 

works  at  the  Jane  Goodall  Inter-Canada  Association  and  is 

the  sister  of  Jeremy  Elkin,  2B)  for  making  arrangements  for 

this  wonderful  opportimity. 
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Youth  Counseling  makes 
its  debut  at  Selwyn  House 


Mr.  John  Gordon,  Selwyn  House's  new  youth  counselor,  keeps  himself  up  to  date  with  the 
new  literature  in  the  field  between  appointments. 


BY  Jennifer- Lee  Thomas 

"I  know  that  I  have  a  skill  that  Selwyn  House  can 
utilize,"  says  Mr.  John  Gordon,  the  new  youth  counselor, 
"and,  in  the  grand  scheme  of  things,  will  create  an  even  richer 
environment  for  the  school." 

Youth  counseling  is  a  budding  programme  at  Selwyn 
House  which  Mr.  Gordon  must  redefine  daily.  His 
primary  job  is  to  assist  teachers  in 
dealing  with  students  that  might  be 
worrying  them,  whether  because  of  a 
lack  of  discipline,  disturbing  behaviour, 
or  a  drop  in  academic  performance. 

"I  use  what  I  call  the  'school 
collaborative  model,'  which  is  almost 
like  co-ordinating  everyone  involved  in 
the  problem  -  teachers,  administrators, 
parents  and  the  student  -  to  focus  on 
the  issues  that  are  most  important  and 
to  try  and  create  a  solution  that  suits  everybody." 

The  students  are  referred  to  him  by  teachers,  administrators, 
parents,  and  sometimes  the  older  boys  visit  him  on  their  own. 
Above  all,  Mr.  Gordon  stresses  that  his  technique  is  oriented 
toward  problem  solving,  and  involves  all  participants. 


"I'm  not  an  expert  coming  in  to  fix  the 
problem,"  he  explains.  "I'm  the  support. 
I  use  the  knowledge  and  expertise  of  the 
teachers  and  the  parents  to  help  pinpoint 
the  actual  problem.  I'm  a  resource  person 
that  can  offer  a  different  point  of  view." 
Mr.  Gordon  has  an  extensive 
background,  working  for  Youth 
Protection  and  part-time  as  a  youth 
counselor  at  LCC.  He  says  the  problems 
he  encountered  working  with  Youth 
Protection  are  different  from  those  at 
Selwyn  House.  He  has  found  that 
students  in  independent  schools  face 
5    distinct  pressures. 

f^      "Expectations  are  high  at  Selwyn 

.5    House.  The  students  face  lots  of  pressure 

4   to  perform  academically  or  athletically," 

-S,  says  Mr.  Gordon.  "My  job  is  to  help 

relieve  some  of  that  pressure.  It  makes  the 

school  a  healthier  place,  decreases  the 

level  of  stress,  and  helps  everyone  attain 

the  desired  results. " 

As  with  any  new  programme,  youth 

counseling  has  been  slow  in  establishing  itself  Mr.  Gordon 

animated  two  discussion  sessions  with  parents  in  November 

to  discover  parents'  concerns.  The  first  was  centred  around 

homework  problems  and  the  second  focused  on  peer 

relationships  and  adolescent  development.  Both  discussion 

groups  were  successful. 


I'M  NOT  AN  EXPERT  CC:)M1NG  IN  lO  FIX  THE  PROBLEM.  I'M 
THE  SUPPORT.  I  USE  THE  KNOWLEDGE  AND  EXPERTISE  OF  THE 

TEACHERS  AND  THE  PARENTS  TO  HELP  PINPOINT  THE 

ACTUAL  PROBLEM.  I'M  A  RESOURCE  PERSON  THAT  CAN  OFFER 

A  DIFFERENT  POINT  (^F  VIEW. 

-JOHN  GORDON 


Mr.  Gordon  hopes  to  hold  more  discussion  groups  as  the 
student  counseling  programme  becomes  more  entrenched 
in  the  Selwyn  House  community  and  he  also  hopes  to  help 
more  and  more  students  as  they  begin  to  trust  him  and  the 
programme. 


December  1994 


page  1 1 


SPORTS 


X-Country  runner  wins  second  place  in  Quebec 


BY  Brucf  Glasspciole 

Cross-country  running  is  not  the 
most  popular  sport  among  boys 
during  the  tall  season.  Many  boys  are 
attracted  to  the  popular  team  sports 
such  as  football  and  soccer.  Therefore, 
there  are  not  many  cross-country 
running  success  stories  at  Selwyn 
House. 

Thus,  the  running  programme  is 
geared  toward  improving  an 
individual's  fitness  level  and  stamina. 
But  one  Selwyn  House  runner  has 
changed  the  tide  and  brought 
recognition  to  the  sport  at  the 
school. 


Mark  McCans,  lOB,  had  a  cross- 
country season  to  be  proud  of  He  had 
an  impressive  victory  in  the  first  race 
at  Beaconsfield  High  School.  While 
running  in  the  lead  pack  of  the  next 
race  at  John  Rennie  High  School, 
Mark  suffered  a  muscle  pull.  Only  two 
weeks  later,  he  made  a  come  back  in 
the  GMAA  Midget  championship  race 
on  Mount  Royal,  earning  a  place  in 
the  Quebec  championships  at 
Mistassini.  During  that  race,  Mark 
capped  his  season  by  finishing  second 
among  GMAA  runners. 

After  a  winter  season  on  the  cross- 
country ski  team,  Mark  plans  to  run 
on  the  school's  track  team  this  spring. 


Congratulations  to  Mark  McCaiis 
outstanding  achievement. 


for  hi; 


Midget  soccer  team  has  superb  season 


BY  Alan  Sarhan,  IOC 

Under  the  superior  coaching  of 
Mr.  Peter  Govan,  the  Midget  soccer 
team  enjoyed  a  very  successfol  season. 
Despite  a  2-2  draw  in  our  first  game 
against  Royal  West  Academy,  the  team 
then  had  a  winning  streak  that  lasted 
the  rest  of  the  season. 

It  was  early  in  September,  at  the 
Bishops  tournament,  when  we  became 
fully  aware  of  our  capabilities.  We 
modestly  prepared  for  our  first  game 
against  Centennial  Academy,  who  we 
beat  8-0.  In  spite  ol  a  lethargic 
approach  into  the  second  game,  we 
were  able  to  come  out  victorious  and 


win  ourselves  a  spot  in  the  finals, 
where  we  defeated  Alexander  Gait  3-0. 

We  returned  home  with  more 
confidence,  and  at  times  it  seemed  like 
too  much  confidence.  However,  this 
did  not  take  a  severe  toll  on  our 
performance  as  we  cruised  into  the 
playoffs  with  the  best  record  in  the 
league  (5-0-1).  With  a  large  and 
boisterous  Ian  support,  we  celebrated  a 
1-0  semifinal  win  over  Marymount 
Academy. 

Only  a  few  days  later,  we  laced  our 
season-long  nemesis.  Royal  West 
Academy,  in  the  finals.  In  Iront  of 
another  large  crowd,  we  elevated  our 
performance  and  played  to  our  utmost 


ability.  Due  to  anxiety,  we  were  off  to  a 
slow  start,  which  was  eventually 
overshadowed  late  in  the  first  half  by 
two  picturesque  goals  by  Eugenio 
Burnier,  IDA,  and  Andrea  Storelli, 
lOB.  After  a  scoreless  second  half,  we 
were  declared  2-0  winners. 

Through  hard  work  and  sheer 
talent,  we  became  the  first  soccer  team 
in  Selwyn  House's  prominent  athletic 
history  to  win  a  GMAA  championship 
at  the  Midget  level.  In  celebration  of 
our  stunning  season,  the  team,  along 
with  several  parents,  enjoyed  an 
evening  of  indoor  soccer  at  Laval's 
Sportsplex,  the  only  complex  of  its 
kind  in  Quebec. 


Des  vrais  petits  poetes  en  3^  annee 

Les  bebes  araignees  Madame  araignee  L'araignee  qui  aimait  les  maths 


\^ 


II  y  a  des  bebes  araignees 
Dans  un  cocon  noir,  \ 

lis  sont  tres  fatigues 
Lorsque  vient  le  soir. 

f 
Dans  le  soir,  les  grosses  araignees 
Aussi  fatiguees, 
Quand  les  bebes  araignees 
N'arretent  pas  de  pleurer 

-Patrick  Johnson,  3B 


Madame  araigne  est  occupee 

Parce  quelle  est  toujours  en  train 

de  travailler. 

Elle  tisse  une  toile 

En  forme  d  etoile. 


Elle  a  huit  yettx  pour  regarder         j 
Elle  a  huit  jambes  pour  attraper 
Quand  I'insecte  est  prisonnier, 
L'araignee  passe  un  bon  diner. 

-  Ross  Stemmler,  3B 


^ 


II  y  avait  une  araignee 
Qui  aimait  jouer 
Avec  ses  partes 
Qui  aimait  les  maths. 

L'araignee  a  rencontre 
Un  roi  dans  sa  proie. 
L'araignee  a  dit:  "Yach!" 
Parce  qu'il  jouait  avec  de  la  gouache. 

-Pierre  Geoffrion,  3A 


page  12 


The  Parents'  Newsletter 


